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I exhausted myself with the effort of willing her to live	
with passing my vitality, my strength and health to her.
Once when I heard her crying in the next room and knew
her wound was being dressed, I got demented and beat my
head against the wall. I thought it was not possible that one
could endure such mental suffering. I could not sleep, but
rocked to and fro in a chair gibbering incoherent prayers. I
prayed for supprt, for someone or something to come to my aid
and help me to bear it. A hospital nurse is an efficient but a
hard creature, accustomed to witness pain, trained to eliminate
emotion, impatient of emotion in others, of negligible moral
assistance in moments of crisis.
Throughout Elizabeth's long-drawn-out agony at Westgate
I was almost entirely unsupported, until at last I discovered a
convent near by. The sister at the door directed me to the
Chapel. She must have noticed my distress, for her manner
had more tenderness than words ; she asked no questions, but
left me there alone.
The Chapel was empty and the altar of the Virgin was quite
near the door as one came in. I remember throwing myself
down on the steps, my head on the marble, my body writhing
with entreaty, and it seemed to me in my desperation that I
clutched at the robe of the Holy Mother. If miracles could
happen, then surely that marble statue, gold crowned, would
have come to life and descended from her shrine and folded
me in her blue mantle.
Mystic forces were present which transformed the statue
into spirit. Her silence gave me strength and comfort. I
thought I read pity in her face. Every day I poured out my
heart to her in sobbing entreaty and left my flowers on the
steps.
It was during the agony of those days that I learned to
appreciate what the Catholic religion means to women.
My condition, however, when I got back to Wilfred, affected
him to such a degree that he, manlike, and not understanding
at all, forbade that I should return to Elizabeth for a while—
as if absence could alleviate anxiety.
After some months she got better and I insisted upon her
coming home. For some weeks her temperature was normal

